Parowan, April 2L, 191k
A SHORT ACCOUNT OF THE ORGANTZATION
OF THE PAKGUITCH MILITIA

MARCH 21st 1865
Written by John Lowder in his 72ih yea:

An elsction was held, Uolonel Jeorge A, Smith was present, my name was
wre yesed for Captainm and T waz slected, & pesiticn, which I held, until Panguitch
c vacated, Previocus to this time, about 1846, I had raised an irdependent compauy
of 5 men, called Mimute Men, aud of which I was esptain. Now there wes a sitockads
bui it about 8 miles below Panguitch on the east side of the Sevier River, opposi
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1o that is zod was kwown as Lowdsvls Syrings. It was at this place, that the troubis
wit ) the Indlans commeunced. I had gope up to the 3iockade on 2 visit and while thers
we oviesd two Indians cznt up oz the west side of the river and fire at scms ducks.

Wa had ordsrs to talke in 211 the straggling Indians in this vicimity
a2 our 5o doing wes the zause whish lad up to the shoocting of William West.
Y¥r VWest took my horse and Cellins Hakss took another and both rode scross the civer
to intercept the Indians uand to bring thoem iato the giockade., The Indians objecied
znc said they were on express from Black Hawks® Band, seld they wented to ses Lowdsy.
Th: men told them that I waz svsr st vhe Stockads, then they undertook to pass
anc West rode in fromt of them. as he did so cne of the Indians caught ths horse whis
We: 5 was riding by the bit and held him, while ths other Indign fired at West shootin:
hii in the shoulder, Then s slkirmish ensued bstwesn Collins Hakes and ome of the
Inc iang, each aming at the other, but their guns failed to respond and so no damags
recalted, there from. FEales gun was az cartridge style but the Indiap had a common ez
gui ., Later in a contest Hakezs got ths best of the Indian and made & good Indian of :
By this time I bad procvred ancther horsa and made my way across to the scens of the
trr1ble, shoobing at the other Tndian and wounding him in the shoulder; im this condi-
snc escaping from me, I followed him from about four miles, leaving him in some large
bovlders, hers dusk settled down upon us snd &5 the smimal I was riding was & bronco
1 docided to tie up and take it & foot as I came back,

The naxt doy #v father and two or three other men trailed the same Indian

. other Todiens hsd come acress the river 1o the wounded




Intian and help him a2way. Here, however, they found the gun with which he had
ke>t up a constant firing at wme during ihe previous day, which gave evidence that
he had fired ss meny as fifty caps at me, but without avail., Therefore, the men
wh> had been with me im this hot pursuit thought there must be some defect in the
mafe-up of the gun, and one of them begar testirg it, when, to hias astonishment
ani to that of the rest of us as welld, the gum went off alright.

The indian killed at Lowderiz Spring was called Santick, the other name
we: hegump, and both wers express ffcm 31;;§'Hawk°s Band, Now on the next daoy
after the shooting at Lowder's Spring, dajor S5.5. Smith sent an order to ms to go ux
atove Panguitch to the Indian Camp and take the prisoners, bring them back o
Pasgultch and hold them primouers until furiher orders were glven, In pursuance
te order the esll was made, myself and 7 or 8 others goimg on to Panguitch; on
groroaching thelr camp we thought it best io divide so as not to excite them
Triians too much, this we did 211 coming in upon their camp about the same time
where we found former old deoctor Bill with them, who bscame very excited when I
agked for their guns, and commenced looking about for his, which was afterwards
found stuck back in the brush of the shaniy. In the meantime another Indian came
in with his gun in his hand, I ask him for the gun and he came up to me pretending
to hand the gun, but im so doing, so held the gun (weapon) in such a manner that he
wa3 able to turn the muzzle on me, but I caught it in my left hand and hurried off
on my horse. By this time James Buttler had been shot by 0ld Dostor Bill in the sié
with an arrow, Butiler returned the fire with & shot from his double barreled gun;
With singlar barreled guns the rest of the possee of men commenced firing on old Bi
ard shot off three of the fingers cf the baund in which he held his arrow, as soon
as Butler zaw me and the Red Lake Indian scuffling he came to me with the arrow
sticking in his 8ide and shot the Indian, killing him., I then sent John Buttler

desn to town for a vehicle to take James the wounded man dowm to town where he
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Buring the sbsence of thess men the rest of the men guarded the priscners



tock care of them. We kept them for & coansiderable time, until we received
srg from Colonel Dame to liberate tiem, whsersupon they were set at liberty.

Now, the next day after ihe Indians were killed, myself and three or four
werd and buried the two Indians that were killed while taking the Indians
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